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Thorpe-k-Soken, Thursday, August 6th.
On arriving at Brightlingsea on Monday afternoon, I was told
that petrol could not be got in the district; that it was fetching
up to ids. a tin at Clacton; and that Baggaley, the regular
hirer of motor-cars at B'sea, had gone forth in an attempt to
get petrol. At Clacton yesterday the price was as. 3^. or 2s. ^d.
a gallon. I have 60 gallons in stock.
A great crowd of holiday makers at Clacton in the showers
yesterday. No difficulty about getting change for a £10 note
in gold and silver. At the fish shop, slight increases of price
in poultry and eggs. The man said there was no chance for
him to make money (in response to a friendly jibe of M's).
He said he expected to get no more fish after that day.
Yesterday we heard noise of explosions destroying inconvenient
houses at Harwich. The sensations of Harwich people must
be poignant. Nevertheless the G.E.R. hi yesterday evening's
papers was advertising its Hook of Holland service (with restau-
rant cars etc.) exactly as usual, and. I believe the boat left last
night. We also heard thunder; and the children affirm that
they distinctly heard the noise of firing—not explosions. (Report
of action in. .North Sea in evening papers.) I saw one warship
in the offing at Clacton; but an ordinary steamer coming to the
pier, and a barge sailing northwards.
An officer came yesterday to complain of a fox terrier (? ours)
which flew at despatch-riders on motor bicycles. He said it
would be shot if found loose. These despatch-riders are the
most picturesque feature of the war here. They rush through
the village at speeds estimated up to 50 miles an hour. I am
willing to concede 40.
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